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mo iyethema firmer and stronger sound, when he says: H litera, | i < i $ | 
ARE words Sy jritum magis quam literam dici oportet, inserebant eam veteres OO RS | 
| | i | | sit m vocibus verborum firmandis roborandisque, vt sonus earum | ua | i 
I m m vegetiorqut. Atque id videntur fecisse Studio et exemplo lingua al aa 
ir | w a yotum est Attiquos \xQuv Hoov. Multa itidem alia citra morem || ae | | 
Ki eS bata caterarum inspiraniis primaæ literæ dixisse, sic lachrymas, Hd a ai , 
Hi s ie sic ahenum, sic vehemens, sic tnchoare, sic helluart, sic halluct- | >A 
i | | ay ponera,sic honustum dixerunt. In his verbis omnibus literæ seu spiritus (i | ae i 
i | A ane palla ratio visa 63, a ut TE Zi 2 VOCIS quasi quibusdam a ie i : 
| l | p | nisadditis intenderetur. 7 CO Sie € ve H—or if it be more eee ie ae ye J È j : 
HT ce feting to Say SO the vocal breat 8 inserted in many words by the pnan foe iras d Í R | : 
| | HEH act ancient Romans to fortif y and sengl en them, to the end that their sepulcrum’ for ‘spechulum.’ | | K) i 
| | Hil — ae a — sind should be firmer and lustier. These same ancients did this in || An 
| ms ee z has 1> ane ere ee & drawn, of an H : with eight centres, i imitation ofthe Athenians, in. whose speech 1x6uv, noov and many other i = 4 
| quare—that is to say,as broad as it is high, The Gram like words were aspirated, contrary to the custom of the other nations |) aaa 
marians—and especially Priscian in his first book, wherein he treats 7 a Thus were aspirated lachryma, spechulum, ahenum, vehemens, | és | 
literarum potestate—say that it is not a letter, but the sign and symh a bare, hallucinars, honera, and honustum. In all these words, there seems | lied | | 
to show when some vowel, or one of the four consonants C oe I a s reason for the breathing, unless it be to give them firmnessand i E | 
eaa should be pronounced thickly and in a full voice from the ei f ay th, as if they were reinforced by the nerves.’ mo 
eh p the stomach. Priscian says: H, autem aspirationis es nota, et nihi] n o | S E 
al Fae li i 1,11,8. In recent texts of  habet litera, nisi figuram, et quod in vsu scribitur inter alias literasi That HE Romans represented the symbol of breathing in the exact ae 
iia ee PIA reads is to say, ‘H is the symbol of the breathing, and has nothing else per- form and shape of a Greek vowel called Iz7—H. The Greeks made i oe | | 
q y. taining to a letter save the figure of one and [the fact] that by custom af theit said vowel Ita two silent symbols like accents—to show that a E 
it is written among the other letters; yowel beginning a word, and the consonant Rho, also when beginning a - <i 
, word ot doubled in the making of a noun or a verb, should be aspi- ae 
| H Has so little effect upon the vowels that, if it be taken away, the rated, or not. For by cutting the said vowel Iva through the middle into a 
| ME WEIT sound will not be lessened; but it is not so with the four conso. two perpendicular parts, the first part serves to show that the vowel, or O eR 
mo | i | tie nants, C, P,R, I’. Examples of the vowels: Erennius, Oratius, Example the said consonant Rha, isaspirated, and the other part to show that the | i A 
i N Te of the consonants: Cremes for Chremes. And for this reason, as Priscian said vowel, or Rho, is not aspirated. [he Ita is divided thus, F4, and its ee: i 
i 7 | wil says in the passage quoted, the Greeks had separate characters for these parts are placed over capital letters, as I have said, over vowels or Rho i E : | 
We said consonants when aspirated: for Th, they had ©; for Ph, 0; for Ch, at the beginning of a word,and over Kho when it is doubled by joining eae 
WN X. The R% is not changed in shape, but it takes a half-cross above it in two words or otherwise. C Pai 
i | i | capitals, and a curved line in small letters, which stands for the mark HE resemblance of this Latin aspirate and the Greek vowel Itz is | | Bo 
i He i of breathing, as one can plainly see in the printings of the late excellent the reason why so many ignorant moderns, ignorant of the Greek he 
qe printer Aldus, whom God assoil. language, have erred, & err every day, in the spelling—or in the proper | og 
He writing—of those two supreme and precious names, IESVS and i ig 
| Ulus Gellius in the third chapter of the Second Book of his Noes CHRIST VS. For when writing them as abbreviations, they write Vea Tee D 
Attica, says that H was inserted by the ancient writers in certain IHESVS,t with a Latin breathing, and XPZ, with a Latin X and P: o DA 
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